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Conchs Issue #21 

Key West High School Mission Statement 
To empower all students to maximize their potential and prepare 
them with the skills and experiences necessary to be college or ca-
reer ready and to develop those character traits that will enable 

them to be productive members of society. 

Principal Mrs. Rebecca Palomino 

 Upcoming Events     feb 2025 

 February 3rd— Incoming Freshmen Orientation 

(8th graders from HOB, Sigsbee, Sugarloaf and 

Montessori )in the auditorium 9:30-10:45am  

 February 4th— Senior Panoramic in the gym at 

8:30am. This is for seniors only—seniors need to 

wear red 

 February 5th— Showcase “Curriculum Night” in 

the courtyard  from 5:30-6:30pm 

 February 14th— No School—Professional Day 

 February 17th— No School—President’s Day 

 February 27th— Career Fair in the gym from 

9:00am-11:00am 

KWHS Social Media: 

Instagram– kwhs_news                

Facebook-Key West High School 

Athletics & Student Activities                                   

Twitter- @kwhsnews                   

Website— www.keysschools.com/kwhs 

 

Students must show their KWHS ID when entering 

the campus and when a staff member asks to see it. 

Thank you for your support and effort in keeping 

our school safe! Please see the next 3 pages for our Fortify 

Florida information. 

 



 



 



 



The SNAPPER is the school   

newspaper. It has been around for 

over 100 years. We have gone    

digital due to print costs. The link 

to the SNAPPER is      

kwhsthesnapper.org.  

 









 
Kwhs celebrating Literacy Week!! 



 
 

 

Attention Seniors!! 

The Senior Panoramic picture 

will take place on Tuesday,  

February 4th at 8:30am in the 

gym. All seniors must wear a red 

shirt. 

After the picture, the seniors will 

need to confirm the spelling of 

their name for their                 

diploma...very important.  

Lastly, Senior Superlative      

pictures will be taken throughout 

the courtyard with yearbook 

staff. 

The KWHS Bocce Team are excited to begin the 2025  
season of bocce. Coach Phillips welcomed 8 unified     

partners to the field on Thursday.  We are looking forward 
to an exciting season. For more information,                    

see Mrs. Phillips in room 1-135. 



 

 

The NJROTC program at KWHS competed in the 
NJROTC Brain Brawl State Championship (like 

team Jeopardy/academic challenge) this past 
weekend at Bayside HS in the Palm Bay area.  The 
cadets made it through the first four rounds and 
were knocked out in the quarter finals.  If you see 
these cadets, please let them know they did great 

just by being selected to go to BB States. The     
cadets are:  Matthew Robertson, Riley Raver,    

Samaria Collins, Emily North, and Charlie Lopez. 

AVID 2 students brought their goals to life by creating vision boards, 
carefully selecting images that represent their academic aspirations 

and personal dreams. Visualization is a powerful tool as it helps train 
the brain to focus on what we want to achieve. To celebrate their 
work, students participated in a Gallery Walk, sharing their vision 

boards and explaining the meaning behind their chosen images. This 
activity not only inspired self-reflection but also fostered motivation 

and accountability among peers. 



 

Senior AVID students 
have just finished their 
roommate and dorm    
living unit. They had to 
fill out a roommate       
application. Ms.       
Shoemaker read their  
applications and paired 
them up with their 
"roommate" based on 
their answers. Together 
they had to fill out a 3-
page roommate         
agreement 
form  (including things 
like cleaning                 
responsibilities, visitor 
expectations, study    
habits, etc.). With their 
roommates, they had to 
create a dorm room       

Principles of Biomedical 

Science classes learned a 

valuable clinical skill:    

How to draw blood!  

Mrs. Tara  

Jackson’s    

Human Body 

Systems      

classes began 

their study of 

the               

cardiovascular 

system with 

modeling a cross section view of 

the heart, followed by adding a 

heart to their Manikens.  



 

Seniors in Mrs. Tara 
Jackson’s Medical 
Lab Assisting class 
performed a blood 
typing lab today 

and used the results 
to determine       

suitable blood for 
transfusion. 

Mrs. Tara Jack-
son’s Human 
Body Systems 
students have 
been learning 
about indicators 
of                   
cardiovascular 
health,            
including heart 
rate, blood   

pressure, cardiac output calculations 
and ankle-brachial index. They got to 
practice listening and measuring bra-
chial artery pressure using         
sphygmomanometers and doppler   
listening devices on each other. 





 
 



Test Date Registration Deadline Late Registration Format 

March 8, 2025 February 21, 2025 February 25, 2025 Digital 

May 3, 2025 April 18, 2025 April 22, 2025 Digital 

June 7, 2025 May 22, 2025 May 27, 2025 Digital 

SAT Test Dates and Registration Deadlines 

 

Key West High 

School PBIS club 

treated the students 

with free coco and 

coffee to our staff. It 

was a great little 

treat on those chilly 

days! 





 



Show your Conch Pride! 
 

 
 
What are Conch Pride Accounts? 
They are free checking accounts with Conch debit cards help raise money up to $1,000 per month for Key West High School. Keys 
FCU donates:  
$5 to KWHS for each account opened. 

• $2 to KWHS for each box of checks ordered. 

• 1% of each account holder’s debit card transactions, up to $15 per month to KWHS during specific promotional periods like 
Back to School, Spring Break and Christmas season. 

 
Conch Pride accounts include free adult and teen online & mobile financial education programs that teach them how to save 
and manage their checking account and credit history and more. 

 
Who can get a Conch Pride Checking Account? 
Conch Pride Checking Accounts and Debit Cards are perfect for KWHS students- 14 years and older, parents, teachers, staff, alum-
ni, and fans-that live or work in the Florida Keys. 

 
Where can you open a Conch Pride account?  
In Keys Federal Credit Union at 3022 N. Roosevelt Blvd. in Key Plaza, 514 Southard St., and 5300 Overseas Hwy. in Stock Island. 

 
How can KWHS raise more money? 
Create awareness of, and encourage students, staff, parents, and fans to open a Conch Pride checking account by: 

• Announce/socialize account at staff meetings, school assemblies, pep rallies, sporting events, parent encounters and in class-
rooms 

• Send flyer out in weekly newsletter and Peach jar email service 

• Hang posters and banners in school/visible areas 
Partner with Keys FCU to promote account openings at school events like open house, orienta-

tion, college fairs, graduation, sports events, meet the teacher 

• Identify promotional/sponsorship opportunities on school materials/areas 

• Circulate donation photos and information 

 

Who creates and provides the Conch Pride marketing materials?  

Keys FCU will create and provide all Conch Pride marketing materials. KWHS must distribute, 
hang, communicate, and publish them. 



Athletics 

 

KWHS Girls         

Basketball played 

Marathon on    

Wednesday, Barron 

Collier on Friday and 

USchool on             

Saturday!! 

Go, Lady Conchs!!   

KWHS Boys     

Basketball played 

Marathon on 

Wednesday, and 

USchool on         

Saturday! 

Go Conchs!!! 

The KWHS Wrestling have 

a meet at Palmetto Ridge 

today and Saturday!! 

 

Girls Wrestling have a     

Regional meet on            

Saturday!!!                       

Lets go, Conchs!!! 

KWHS Boys 

Soccer played 

Belen on       

Tuesday!!                          

Go, Conchs! 

KWHS Cheer 

Competition 

Team went to 

STATES!!!! 

Go Conchs!!! 

KWHS Baseball have 

their Red & Gray 

Scrimmage today at 

The Rex!!                

Go Conchs!! 



          

Class of 2025 Executive Board would like every Senior to  join!!  

Senior Class of 2025 shirts can be purchased at Ramona’s. 

  

President—  Deanna Gumarova Mercier 

Vice President— Skye Sterling 

Secretary— Pablo Anaya 

Treasurer— Jada Franco 

Historian— Alexa Condella 

 

 

Class Sponsor: Mrs. Kristen Condella 

 

 

SENIORS 

 

Class of 2026 Executive Board would like every Junior to 
join! Class shirts can be purchased at Ramona’s 

President— Kieran Smith 

Vice President— Emmy Jackson 

Secretary— Tamika Kelly 

Treasurer— Janelle Rodriguez 

Historian— Prometheus Delacerda 

 

Class sponsor: Mrs. Paula Mercer 

 

 

Student Council  
Please join Student Council to get involved in the planning of our 

pep rallies, Homecoming, student government activities, Teacher 

Appreciation and so much more!!!  

 

President— Skye Sterling 

Vice President— Chloe Blackwell 

Secretary— Maya Gray 

Treasurer— Tamika Kelly 

Historian— Prometheus Delacerda 

 

Student Council sponsor:  Miss Ayesha Osborne 

 

 

JUNIORS  

SOPHOMORES 

FRESHMEN 

Class of 2027 Executive Board would like every           
Sophomore to join! Class shirts can be purchased at      

Ramona’s 

President—  Jordan Greene 

Vice President—  Lily Smith 

Secretary—  Jillian Cullum 

Treasurer—  Ryleigh Harnish 

Historian—  Pilar Rivera 

 

Class Sponsor: Ms. Melissa Thomas 

Class of 2028 Executive Board would like every Freshmen 
to join! Class shirts can be purchased at Ramona’s 

 

President— Kaine Dickerson 

Vice President— Ben Delostrinos 

Secretary— Jalynn Morales 

Treasurer— Kaleaya Dickerson 

Historian— Hailey Morales 

 

 

Class sponsor: Miss Miranda Acevedo 

#CONCHSTRONG!! 

STAY INVOLVED!!! 



 

SIGN UP 

Friday, March 7th 
in KWHS Auditorium---     7:45am - 11am 

 

Designed to help students: 
➢ Learn more about themselves and the world of work.  

➢ Explore occupations in line with their interests and skills.  
 

The ASVAB is not just a military entrance exam. 

It tests a student's knowledge in eight areas: general science, mathematics, 
word knowledge, paragraph comprehension, electronics information, 

auto and shop information, and mechanical comprehension.   
 

Open to 11th and 12th Graders 

SIGN UP REQUIRED/ SPACE IS LIMITED 
Questions?  See Mrs. Estenoz: 

Lydia.Estenoz@keysschools.com 



08:00 AM –08:00 AM –
12:00 PM12:00 PM

KEY WEST HIGH SCHOOLKEY WEST HIGH SCHOOL

PARKING LOTPARKING LOT

2100 FLAGLER AVE.2100 FLAGLER AVE.  

SATURDAY

MARCH 1, 2025

Community
Yard Sale &

Market
Shop amazing Deals from local vendors and treasures

from your neighbors! From gently used items to unique

handcrafted goods, there’s something for everyone. 

INTERESTED IN SELLING YOUR STUFF?
SCAN THE QR CODE TO

RESERVE YOUR SPOT
For More Information Contact:

Shayne Brindisi
305-293-1549 ext. 54369

shayne.brindisi@keysschools.com

HELP SUPPORT THE CLASS OF 2025'S OPERATION GRADUATION



Club Sponsor Email room day time

Keys to Be the Change Mrs. Susan Berenz Susan.Berenz@keysschools.com 4-106 TBD TBD

Student Council Miss Ayesha Osborne Ayesha.Osborne@keysschools.com cafeteria 1st Monday of month 2:50pm

Class of 2025 Executive Board Mrs. Kristen Condella Kristen.condella@renaissance.com Library 1st and 3rd Thursday 2:35pm

Class of 2026 Executive Board Mrs. Paula Mercer Paula.Mercer-Fleischmann@keysschools.com 1-204 see Mrs. Mercer 2:35pm

Class of 2027 Executive Board Ms. Melissa Thomas Melissa.Thomas@keysschools.com 1-206 see Mrs. Thomas 2:35pm

Class of 2028 Executive Board Miss Miranda Acevedo Macevedo@oasisconchrepublic.com cafeteria September 24, 2024 2:45pm

Project Unify (SOS)/ SAVE Promise Ms. Tami Dannacker Tami.Dannacker@keysschools.com 1-136 2nd Tuesday of month lunch

MATP Club (Special Olympics) Mrs. Tina Phillips tina.phillips@keysschools.com 1-135 see Mrs. Phillips

Zonta Club Ms. June Walsh June.Panella-Walsh@keysschools.com 2-205 3rd Monday of month 2:35pm

Chess Club Mr. Henry Boza Henry.Boza@keysschools.com 4-115 Mondays & Thursdays 2:35pm

Beta Club Mrs. Stacy Saunders Stacy.Saunders@keysschools.com cafeteria 4th Monday of month 2:35pm

Mu Alpha Theta Mrs. Neda Jackson Neda.Jackson@keysschools.com auditorium September 16, 2024 2:35pm

National Honor Society Mrs. Nora Laubenstein Nora.Laubenstein@keysschools.com auditorium October 7, 2024 2:35pm

Interact Club Miss Tristin Blackwell Tristin.Blackwell@keysschools.com 4-204 3rd Monday of month 2:35pm

Future Educators of America Mrs. Keri Fink Keri.Fink@keysschools.com 1-213 every Friday 2:35pm

Academic Challenge Mrs. Joanna Gray Joanna.Gray@keysschools.com 1-211 Mondays & Thursdays 2:35pm

KWHS Mock Trial Team Mrs. Paula Mercer Paula.Mercer-Fleischmann@keysschools.com 1-204 Mondays & Wednesdays 5:30pm
Aviation Club Mr. Ed Smith Edward.Smith@keysschools.com 2-102 Monday 2:35pm
Robotics Club Mr. Ed Smith Edward.Smith@keysschools.com 2-102 Monday 2:35pm

Conch 5 Studios Club Mr. Ed Smith Edward.Smith@keysschools.com 2-102 Monday 2:35pm

Computer Science Coding Club Mr. Ebenson Michelin Ebenson.michelin@keysschools.com 1-202 Tuesdays 2:35pm

HOSA Mrs. Tara Jackson tara.jackson@keysschools.com 4-230 Tuesdays 2:40pm
French Club Dr. Nikki Hollis nikki.hollis@keysschools.com 4-110 3rd Monday of month lunch
Drama Club Mrs. Rebecca Bertucci rebecca.bertucci@keysschools.com 3-109 4th Monday of month 2:35pm
Culture Club Mrs. Rebecca Bertucci rebecca.bertucci@keysschools.com 3-109 Thursdays lunch
Polka Club Mr. Mike Truhan Mike.Truhan@keysschools.com 3-104 Mondays 2:35pm

KWHS Pep Squad Mrs. Kawana Staffney-Ashe Kawana.Staffney@keysschools.com cafeteria October 16, 2024 4:00pm

Book Club Ms. Kimberly Rein Kimberly.Rein@keysschools.com library 2nd Wednesday of the month lunch

Keys Tutoring Ms. Kimberly Rein Kimberly.Rein@keysschools.com library please see Ms. Rein 2:35pm

Library Teen Advisory Board Ms. Kimberly Rein Kimberly.Rein@keysschools.com library 4th Wednesday of the month lunch

GSA Ms. Kaitlin Leblanc Kaitlin.Leblanc@keysschools.com 1-131 1st & 3rd Thursday 2:35pm
Fellowship of Christian Athletes Ms. Pam Borgert praiznhim2@gmail.com 1-133A Mondays lunch

The United Community Mrs. Jennifer Bassett Jennifer.Bassett@keysschools.com pavilion 1st & 4th Thursday 2:35pm

Criminal Justice Club Mr. Jody Westbrooks jody.westbrooks@keysschools.com 4-122 2nd Tuesday of month 2:35pm

KWHS Spearfishing Club Mr. Chaz Jimenez Chaz.Jimenez@keysschools.com 1-205 Tuesdays 2:35pm

Teens for Christ Bible Club Mr. Chaz Jimenez Chaz.Jimenez@keysschools.com gym Wednesdays lunch

Team BLU Mrs. Shannon Duffy shannon.duffy@keysschools.com 4-111 1st Tuesday of month 2:35pm

Wilderness Club Mrs. Shannon Duffy shannon.duffy@keysschools.com 4-111 Fridays 2:35pm

Boards Club Mrs. Shannon Perkins shannon.perkins@keysschools.com 1-134 see Mrs. Shannon

Christian Art Club Mrs. Shannon Perkins shannon.perkins@keysschools.com 1-134 1st & 3rd Wednesdays lunch

Crochet Club Mrs. Shannon Perkins shannon.perkins@keysschools.com 1-134 2nd & 4th Tuesdays lunch

CSALT Mr. Andrew Freeman Andrew.Freeman@keysschools.com cafeteria 1st & 3rd Tuesdays 2:35pm

Model UN Mrs. JL Marshall Jennifer.Marshall@keysschools.com 2-202 Fridays 2:35pm

PBIS Club Mrs. Susan Berenz Susan.Berenz@keysschools.com 4-106 Wednesday lunch

Creative Writing Club Mrs. Kelly Smoot Kelly.Smoot@keysschools.com 2-204 Fridays 2:35pm

KWHS Sailing Club Mrs. Misty Nelson Melissa.Nelson@keysschools.com 1-208 see Mrs. Nelson

            KWHS Clubs
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date time event location contact

August 16, 2024 2:00pm 1st Pep Rally Gym Student Council

August 30, 2024 ALL DAY College Color Day-wear college shirts or colors Campus n/a

September 3--September 9, 
2024 ALL DAY

Homecoming Nominations--in order to be nominated, 
senior girls must have been in 3 clubs or performance 

group during her Junior AND Senior year

Nomination forms will be in 
the front office. Please submit 

the completed Nomination 
form back to the front office. Mrs. Saunders

September 10, 2024 ALL DAY Voting for your Homecoming Court History Classes Mrs. Saunders

October 16 & 17, 2024 ALL DAY Senior Pictures Auditorium Herff Jones

October 18, 2024 ALL DAY Underclassmen & Senior Pictures--Make ups and Retakes Auditorium Mrs. Saunders

October 28, 2024 6:00pm Homecoming Parade KWHS Mrs. Saunders

October 31, 2024 ALL DAY Homecoming Queen Voting Auditorium Mrs. Saunders

October 31, 2024 2:00pm Homecoming Pep Rally Gym Student Council

November 1, 2024 7:00pm Homecoming Game & Crowning of the Queen Tommy Roberts Stadium Mrs. Saunders

November 2, 2024 TBD Homecoming Dance TBD Student Council

November 13th & 14th lunch time & 5:30pm Order Senior Announcements Courtyard & Library Herff Jones

November 21, 2024 ALL DAY Club Pictures and Sports Pictures Gym/Courtyard Mrs. Saunders

February 4, 2025 8:30am Senior Panoramic--please wear your red Senior shirt Gym Herff Jones

April 17, 2025 ALL DAY Junior/Senior Field Day Backyard Mrs. Condella/Mrs. Mercer

May 1, 2025 7th period National College/Military/Vocational Decision Day Courtyard Mrs. Estenoz

May 9, 2025 6:00pm-9:00pm Junior/Senior Luau Lagerheads Mrs. Condella/Mrs. Mercer

May 22, 2025 ALL DAY Last Day for Seniors Campus n/a

May 22, 2025 7th period Ringing of the Bell for Seniors Courtyard (Bell) KWHS

May 22, 2025 6:00pm Senior Banquet Cafeteria/Auditorium Mrs. Condella /Mrs. Saunders

May 23, 2025 8:00am Investiture Practice-- Cap & Gown Distribution Auditorium Mrs. Saunders

May 23, 2025 7:00pm Investiture Ceremony-- Dress Code Auditorium Mrs. Saunders

May 25, 2025 10:30am Baccalaureate-- Dress Code St. Mary's Church n/a

May 25, 2025 11:00am Baccalaureate-- Dress Code 5th Street Baptist Church n/a

May 25, 2025 12:30pm Baccalaureate-- Dress Code Trinity Presbyterian Church n/a

May 27, 2025 TBD Prom Southernmost House Mrs. Kristen Condella

May 28, 2025 6:00pm Class Night-- Dress Code Auditorium Mrs. Estenoz

May 29, 2025 6:00pm Graduation Practice Tommy Roberts Stadium Mrs. Saunders
May 30, 2025 8:00pm Graduation-- Dress Code Tommy Roberts Stadium Mrs. Saunders
May 30, 2025 10:00pm Operation Graduation KWHS Mrs. Brindisi

                                                                                             Dress Code for Graduation Ceremonies, Yearbooks and Graduation Fees:
Boys-- white button up shirt 
(long or short sleeve), black 

pants, black socks, black 
shoes, black clip on tie 

Girls-- white dress (no 
color on the dress), 

white shoes
Yearbooks are $85.00. You can purchase a yearbook by 

going to www.yearbookordercenter.com and enter 
KWHS code #17196

Graduation fees are $80.00 
and it includes the cap and 
gown, tassel, and diploma 

cover. Please see Mrs. 
Saunders to make your 

payment. You can pay with 
cash, check or credit card. 

Please use the QR code to the 
right to pay using a credit card.

         2024-2025 Senior Dates
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